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The homing societies in East Cleveland have enjoyed much
racing success: since 1951 there have been nearly one
hundred winners of Combine races, some of which had
more than 20,000 birds entered. A Combine race involves
all the pigeons within a federation being taken to a central
point for despatch; in 2018 the location for the East
Cleveland Federation is North Skelton Village Hall. The East
Cleveland Federation continues to thrive, the number of
members and clubs exceeding average participation in the
Up North Combine. The federation is very active in helping
to raise funds for local charities, mainly by donating birds;
it also helps to sustain the sport throughout this district,
contributing strongly to its heritage.

families closer together”

“I once had a pigeon that
ended up in a shop at New
Marske. I told the shopkeeper
I'd sent it for a packet of fags!”

“You name some of your birds

because of their character but

you can’t give them all a name:
there’s too many!”

“T've got four pigeons
racing today, 550 miles and
twelve hours; might not see

Multiple winner Bill Porritt, Staithes 1970s

(courtesy of Mary Hambley) them again”

Unloading at Cormeilles, 1955 (courtesy of Up North Combine)
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Mrs Rowe and son Eric, 1970s (courtesy of Edna Hill)

“At one time there was just the one

“Delivery people at the
clock; it was at the club J peop
. steelworks thought the lofts
so you had to race there with your . ”
were holiday chalets!

tag to get it timed”

The social importance of pigeon fancying in East Cleveland
has been recognised in photography, painting and writing.
Its significance was demonstrated at the 2017 Skinningrove
Bonfire, entitled Pigeongrove! Lofts continue to pepper the
local landscape as flocks of pigeons circle above. There may
be rivalry between owners but the sport is also important
in bringing people together to share their experiences
and memories, so contributing to the social fabric of local
communities. The sacrifices that are often made to take
part in this sport can be compensated by the pleasure and
thrills to be enjoyed. The following extract from Village
Verses, published in 1982 by East Cleveland Women Live
Group, is by Mary Hambley. Mary’s father and brother
were dedicated pigeon fanciers in Staithes.

With anxious eyes he’d scan the air
“Is this oors coming?” he’d declare
“We’re fost this week, can’t be denied”,
His bony frame bursting with pride.
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_Pigeon Fancying
in East Cleveland

Pigeon Man sculpture, Beach Road Skinningrove, produced by Steve Iredale.

Produced by

SKINNINGROVE HISTORY GROUP

with thanks to

Fundingraised by % ® J JEAST CLEVELAND
The National Lottery Irgle'r-y% V | I I q g eS

andawardedby the Heritage LotteryFund  LOTTERY FUNDED Big Local

for financial support and to bers of
East Cleveland Federation of Homing Societies for invaluable help.




“I owned my first pigeons at eight years old!”

¥

7 NOT")th Skinningrove Bonfire 2017, designed by Steve Iredale

Combine “We lose lots of pigeons to other birds,

. . . ”
“My brother’s at the loft at half three in the morning: can’t wait for sunrise!” electrlaty wires, weather and so on

NORTH OF ENGLAND
HOMING UNION
Sealink Trophy Winner 2002

el Lewis'

- SR &, e 5 | % Blue Cock NEH 00 EC 6481
& ¢ - B R e par

\ home from Ypres

N ™=
* ; ’ About 9,000
< t Q North-east pigeons
-including 2,500
e from Teesside - flew

2002
“Bird of the Year’
‘East Cleveland Federation
“Bird of the Year’
Up North Combine
“Bird of the Year’
North of England Homing Union
Owned ¢ raced by
W. Heslop of Brotton HS

e — T — —_— S — - ? A
2001 - Ist. Club - 17th. UN( Eastbourne - 23,138 binds
Ist. Club - 1st. Fed. 94th. UNC Folkestone Nat. - 28, 307 birds.
2002 - 2nd. Club - 6th. Fed. - 6th. Section - 6th. UN( Eastbourne - 268 miles - 26,854 birds
6th. Club - 3rd. ECC. - 38th. Fed. Lillers - 312 miles - 1,309 birds
2nd Club - 19th. Fed. Epping - 212 miles - 2,146 binds.
Lst. Club - 4th. Fed. - Ist. ECC - 4th. Section - 1st. NECC - 4th. UNC Maidstone - 234 miles - 21,338 birds
4th. Club - 4th. Fed. - 5th. Section Melton Mowbray - 126 miles - 2,820 birds

Liberation from Ypres July 2018: World War One centenary
(courtesy of Up North Combine and The Gazette)

Old Bird Channel Federation

“T see him going up 20 Club - 2nd. Fed - 1st. ECC - 1st. LWCC - 11th. Section Lillers - 2,282 birds
Points Total that hill with bags of ‘Lewis’ 2002 winner, W Heslop Brotton

Stafford & Wilson Skinningrove HS 92 corn on his shoulders, Homing Society (courtesy of Bill Heslop)
Mr & Mrs Peirson&Purver Brotton HS 66 2
A & D Wright Skelton Green HS 43 i “df,ets o

Loading baskets, 2017 Bowden Bros Skelton Green HS 41 water...
White Bros Skinningrove HS 41
Prokopowicz & Son Skinningrove HS 36
I. Brown Boosbeck HS 35
R.Wilson & Ptns Brotton HS 22 “We'’ve taken pigeons
Mr & Mrs | & E.Purver Skinningrove HS 20 :
Chapman Sons&Swinburne Skelton Green HS 19 GG A ”
F Reilly & Son Brotton 6 BC 19 then released them!
K & M Arkless Loftus HS 17
K Wren & M Stone Skinningrove HS 17
D.Smith & Daughter Boosbeck HS 16
K M Brown & Cole Brotton 6 BC 16 “p, .
D Williams Skelton Green HS 15 ve got a pigeon
Winspear &Son Skinningrove HS 15 that’s bred
A Tose & Daughter Loftus HS 14 from birds used in
D Winspear & Son Skelton Green HS 14 o
D&J Waters Brotton HS 14 Pt
G Peirson MBE & Sons Skinningrove HS 13
D Ward Staithes HS 1"
D Coates Boosbeck HS 9
Richards & Marsay Skinningrove HS 9
C Vasey & Son Loftus HS 7
G.Bavin & Son Marske & New Marske HS 4
Sayers Brothers Skinningrove HS 3
G Skidmore &gsons Lingdale HS 2
Harris Bros & son Loftus HS 1

East Cleveland Federation 2018 (courtesy of Bill Dowey)

Loading baskets, Skinningrove 1980s; photo: Chris Killip
(courtesy of Stan Binks estate)

Pigeons over Skinningrove

“I got into pigeons through my husband; now I'm treasurer!” (courtesy of photographer Graham Smith)

Painting,
artist
unknown
(courtesy of
Bill Heslop)

Surveying

the skies
Winner’s medal 1964 (photo: Ian
(courtesy of Cec Rawson) Painting by Stan Binks (courtesy of Stan Binks estate) Macdonald)




